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The little Louis’ birth, 180 years
ago in the Guanella house at
Fraciscio, was the fruit of a
blessing from God into human
history. It was the night of
December 19th 1842, fully into
the Christmas Novena, which was
lived with faith and great
expectation in those days and in
those villages (pag.1).

On December 3, the Superior
General, Fr. Umberto Brugnoni
informed about the confreres who
accepted to serve in the Council of
the new ltalian Province St. Luigi
Guanella. On the coming
December, the new Provincial and
Vicar will pronounce their
profession of faith and with the
other Councillors the responsibility
of the Province (pag.3).

The Continental stage is a further
moment of discernment. The
seven Continental Assemblies will
evaluate if and how the Document
received reflects the life and
expectations of the Churches in
their continent (pag.4).

Avvenimenti; confratelli e parenti
defunti (pag.5).
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180 years later; thatdittle:seed has
grown into a flourishing tree with roots
all over the world.

A charisma to warm
body and soul
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’ ear Confreres ,
this issue of Guanella News comes on the

happy memory of the 180th birthday of our holy
Founder, and it is the opportunity for us to renew
our thanksgiving to God for the gift of Don Louis
Guanella as a Founder, and the moment to
exchange our Christmas wishes. Two meaningful
dates, at such a short distance in time one from
the other.
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The little Louis’ birth, 180 years ago in the Guanella house at Fraciscio, was the fruit of a
blessing from God into human history. It was the night of December 19th 1842, fully into
the Christmas Novena, which was lived with faith and great expectation in those days
and in those villages. In the Guanella house, while preparing for the Christmas, while
parents and children were preparing the nativity crib, those cold and snowy days were
marking that year also the expectation for the ninth child. And, little before midnight,
mama Maria gives birth to the son. Early the following morning, papa Lorenzo puts the
baby in a shoulder-basket for hay, well covered, and carries him down to Campodolcino,
to the parish church, for baptism. He is given the name Louis. What a joy, when papa
Lorenzo climbs back from Campodolcino to Fraciscio and shows to the entire family the
newly born who arrived in the night, the new child of God, Luigi Guanella. Then life
continues, usual and calm. But soon, parents and siblings will become aware that in Luigi
there is a wonderful project, coming from God, that finds acceptance and good will in him
to be accomplished. They put no objections, rather they help him to follow the internal
voice calling him to make great things for the poor, the least, those who have no one.
Today, 180 years later, we know that the seed put in the little Luigi’'s heart by the Lord has
become a flourishing tree, spreading roots in the five continents, shedding his love for the
poorest, affecting 23 countries in the world. From Fraciscio, a small mountain village with
a few hundred people, 1350 metres over sea level, to the entire world, because it is
God’s Work, and God lives throughout the world!

A few years ago, in his Christmas wishes, Pope Francis wanted to give each and
everyone of us the opportunity to re-live the events by identifying ourselves with the
persons and the happenings of the first Christmas, in Bethlehem.

“You are the Christmas present, when you truly are friend and brother for all human
beings. You are the Christmas wish, when you forgive and make peace even with pain.
You are the Christmas dinner, when you feed the poor with food and hope. You are also
the Christmas light, when your life shows others the way with kindness, patience,
happiness and generosity. You are the Christmas angels, when you sing to the world a
message of peace, justice, and love. You are the Christmas star, when you lead
somebody to meet the Lord. You are also the Wise Kings, when you give the best you
have without keeping accounts with those who receive. You are the Christmas music,
when you acquire harmony within you. What I like, about Christmas, is that one can have
people forget past for the present” .

And really, dear confreres, our religious life, has it not for true commitment the
transparency of the beautiful, accomplished life of Jesus Christ as model and point of
reference for all human existence? The Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata by ST.
John Paul |l states: “The consecrated life truly constitutes a living memorial of Jesus' way
of living and acting as the Incarnate Word in relation to the Father and in relation to the
brethren. It is a living tradition of the Saviour's life and message”.

Pope Francis’ wishes become my own and the General Council’'s. We would like to
penetrate the walls of each Guanellian House and the hearts of all those who are in
them: confreres, Sisters, Cooperators, workers, recipients, families. A happy Christmas
for all, with the hope for a new world, at peace with God and among brethren, alive with
peace and reciprocal solidarity.

Fr. Umberto
Roma, dicembre 2022

Guanella News www.operadonguanella.it - centro.comunicazione@quanelliani.it 2



http://www.operadonguanella.it
mailto:centro.comunicazione@guanelliani.it

Curia Generalizia - Vicolo Clementi, 41 - Roma Numero 129 - Dicembre 2022

New province in the Congregation

about the confreres who accepted to lend their service in the Council of the new
Province St. Luigi Guanella.

He wrote: ... The General Council, during the meeting of December 2, accepted their
availability, and therefore appointed:

“ n his letter on December 3, the Superior General, Fr. Umberto Brugnoni informed

Provincial Superior, FR. ALESSANDRO ALLEGRA
Provincial Vicar, 1st Councillor, FR. FRANCESCO SPOSATO
2nd Provincial Councillor, FR. SALVATORE APREDA
3rd Provincial Councillor, FR. GUIDO MATARRESE

4th Provincial Councillor, FR. GIUSEPPE VENERITO
5th Provincial Councillor, FR. VINCENZO ZOLLA

He also thanked the confreres that concluded their service of authority in the two
respective Provincial Councils, and also those who, for personal reasons, though it good
to decline further charges.

In the same letter, he reminded that on the coming December 19th, the 180th anniversary
of don Guanella’s birth, at 3:00 p.m. at the altar of the Founder at Como, during the
intercontinental Mass that traditionally marks this day, the new Provincial and Vicar will
pronounce their profession of faith and will take on, with the other Councillors, the
responsibility of the Province.

Finally, the following day at Como, the General Council will meet together with the new
Provincial Council for a day of reflection to have an overview of the new Province.

Il Superiare generale ed il sue Consiglie augurano a tutti | Confratelli un
Santo Natale affinché Il Bambine Gesu portl nelle nostre comunita | donl
attes| nella preghlera ¢ | fruttl speratl nell‘apostolate

"Animate dalla pib dolce speranza, vi auguro lietizzimo e benedetto il Santo
Watale. Vostro affezionatissimo nel Signore sacerdote Luigi Guanella®

Natale 1714
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Synod 2021-2024, on the way:
now the continental stage!

result of the Summaries from the consultation of the People of God in the first

phase of the synodal process, and will be at the centre of the time of listening,
dialogue, and discernment of the Continental Synod Assemblies (January — March 2023).
The content of the Document is the evidence of the process going on in the Church. The
summaries show that, where there has been consultation, this brought forth abundant
fruits. What surprised the group of those who worked, reading the summaries to prepare
the Document, is the outstanding convergence of opinions on many topics, in
contributions coming from quite different ecclesial and cultural contexts. True, the
sources of the Document were the summaries from Bishops Conferences and not directly
from the particular Churches’ contributions. But thinking that all the Bishops Conferences
willingly suppressed the prophecy of the People of God is as ideologically minded as the
contrary. The practice of a synodal dynamic may be improved, and we all are learning;
but something is sure: it was the Pastors duty, as “principle and foundation of unity in
their particular churches” (LG 23), « not to quench the Spirit, not to treat prophecies with
contempt but test them all; hold on to what is good » (1Ts 5:19-21). Thus, a true circular
relationship between People of God and Pastors has started, which was not a matter of
fact in the Church.
The Continental stage is a further moment of discernment. The seven Continental
Assemblies will evaluate if and how the Document received reflects the life and
expectations of the Churches in their continent. To grant this stage to be organic with the
synodal process, also the Continental Assemblies shall be bound to the circular dynamics
of prophecy — discernment. This can happen only by sending back the Document to the
subject of prophecy, the People of God living in the particular Churches. This choice is
not a matter of organisation, but a synodal principle: sending the Document to the
Bishops of the particular Churches, the fruits of the process begun with the consultation
are given back to the People of God. If by listening to the People of God we can detect
what the Spirit is telling the Church, we have to give back this Document to that People
living in the Churches. The Bishops will be required to listen “at least” to the synodal
committees and the organs of participation. But it would be good for each Church to read
the Document involving as much as possible of the People of God.
The Continental stage will close with the celebration of the Continental Assemblies
producing a Final Document to be sent before March 31st, 2023 to the General Secretary
of the Synod, and will be the foundation of the Document for the Universal Stage.

he Document for the Continental Stage, published on October 27, 2022, is the

(Ved. Link: https://www.synod.val/it/synodal-process/la-tappa-continentale.html)
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News di Congregazione

@) Avvenimenti di Consacrazione

I 24 Ottobre 2022 Ministeri a Chennai, India. Rajenthiran Arul Pondiyan,
Gnanapragasam Arockia Samy, Malliya Doss Jeyaseelan e Mathiyas John Peter
hanno ricevuto il Lettorato. Antony Samy Philip Victor ha ricevuto I’Accolitato.

- Nella Casa del Padre
< Confratelli defunti

Il 6 dicembre € tornato alla casa del Padre Don Alfredo Rubagotti, all’eta di ottanta
anni.

& Famiglia guanelliana e parenti defunti dei Confratelli

Il 4 novembre il Sig. Lourdu Samy (di 57 anni), padre del nostro confratello Arockia
William, che attualmente studia nel Seminario Teologico di Roma, € deceduto a
Siluvaipalayam, Tamil Nadu, India.

E deceduta la Sig.ra Fatima da Costa Ferreira, la sorella di don Hélio da Costa
Ferreira, il 4 novembre a Fortaleza, Brasile.

Il 6 novembre, presso I'Ospedale di Pavig, all'eta di 76 anni, € morta la sorella di don
Giuseppe Morelli, la Sig.ra Maria Luisa. E stata sepolta a Verdello (BG).

II Sig. Sammanasunathan (78 anni), padre di don John Bosco, € deceduto il 7
novembre a Sathipattu, Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu.

Il Sig. Albert (41 anni), fratello di don Paul Raj Pitchai, € deceduto il 12 novembre a
Akkarapalayam, Kallakurichi, Tamil Nadu.

Il 13 novembre a Fiumicino (Roma) & morto il Sig. Tommaso Marino, fratello di don
Mario. Aveva 93 anni.

La Sig.ra Esther Rani (65 anni), madre di don Francis Sunil Kumar, & deceduta il 20
novembre in West Godavari, Andhra Pradesh.

Il 4 dicembre, nella Casa S. Pio X in Roma, & deceduta Suor Sabina Benedetti.
Il 6 dicembre nella Casa Santa Chiara di Albese, € deceduta Suor Virginia Zaratini.

L'11 dicembre all’eta di 78 anni, & deceduta in Nigeria la Sig.ra Regina Anamelechi,
mamma del nostro confratello P. Jude Anamelechi.

I 13 dicembre € morta a Roma, la guanelliana cooperatrice Sig.ra Gabriella
Sciarrone, di 80 anni, appartenente al Gruppo “Angolo della Carita”.
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o Altre news di Congregazione

< Dal Consiglio generale

v Interconsiglio Consiglio generale e Consiglio PNSG

Il 12 ottobre 2022 si € svolto, 'interconsiglio tra il Consiglio Generale e il Consiglio della
Provincia Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe. Tra i temi piu importanti c’era il
ridimensionamento di alcune comunita e le situazioni piu precarie della provincia

v Guanelliani Cooperatori.
Il Consiglio Mondiale dei Guanelliani Cooperatori si incontrera il 17 dicembre online con
Suor Maria Antonietta Ripamonti e don Nico Rutigliano e, con l'ausilio della traduzione
simultanea di fratel Franco e don Gustavo De Bonis, hanno fatto una verifica del primo
triennio di vita per rilanciare la loro azione di animazione e comunicazione di tutti i
Guanelliani Cooperatori nel mondo.

7 1l 25 novembre si & radunata online la Commissione che sta lavorando alla Carta di
Comunione della Famiglia Guanelliana. Ne fanno parte Don Rathinam, Suor Neuza,
Suor Barbara Brunalli, Suor Giustina Valicenti, Antonio Valentini, Martino Semeraro,
Don Wladimiro Bogoni.

v Viaggi e attivita del Superiore generale e dei consiglieri:

v Dal 18 al 29 novembre u.s. Don Umberto ha visitato le comunita della Spagna ed é
stato presente alla Chiusura del Processo Diocesano per la Causa di Beatificazione di
Fr. Giovanni Vaccari nell’Episcopio di Palencia.

v Dal 7 al 12 novembre u.s. Don Nico si € recato ad Arca (Spagna) per partecipare
al’Assemblea di Delegazione.

v Dal 12 al 30 novembre u.s. Don Gustavo € andato nelle Filippine per tenere un corso di
Esercizi Spirituali alla Famiglia Guanelliana operante nella Delegazione Stella Maris.

v Dal 13 novembre al 1° dicembre u.s., Fr. Franco & stato a San Paolo (Brasile) per
'incontro dei fratelli latinoamericani, nonché la visita ad alcune delle comunita del
Brasile e del Paraguay.

v Programmazione del Consiglio Generale 2022.

19 dicembre: a Como, apertura canonica della Provincia italiana San Luigi Guanella ed
insediamento del nuovo consiglio.

20 dicembre 2022, sempre a Como. Interconsiglio col nuovo Consiglio Provinciale.
Incontro dei Provinciali & Vicari a Roma 9-13 gennaio 2023.

CALENDARIO DEI RADUNI DEL CONSIGLIO GENERALE

13-14 dicembre 14-15 marzo
16-17 gennaio 18-19 aprile
14-15 febbraio 16-17 maggio
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Messa intercontinentale:

1) Per la chiesa sparsa nel mondo intero. Vivendo la sinodalita nella sua seconda tappa,
perché annunci 'importanza e il valore di ogni uomo come progetto di Dio per la crescita
e la salvezza di tutti. PREGHIAMO

2) Per la famiglia Guanelliana in missione con la Chiesa nel mondo intero, perché
continuiamo insieme a spargere con rinnovata fiducia e coraggiosa creativita i semi del
vangelo della carita in attento ascolto del grido dei fratelli piu poveri e piu fragili, offrendo
loro il dono della nostra fraternita e costante vicinanza di samaritani, preghiamo
PREGHIAMO

3) Per l'erigenda Provincia San Luigi Guanella, perché sia un momento favorevole per
consolidare l'unita e promuovere lo sviluppo delle attivita della Congregazione e dei
confratelli che operano nelle comunita delle tre nazioni che la compongono, mediante lo
scambio di idee e di esperienze. PREGHIAMO

4) Per i poveri, specialmente per i piu colpiti dalle guerre e per le persone uccise a causa
dell’odio e di regimi totalitari, perché’ anche tramite la nostra concreta vicinanza nella
preghiera si continui a promuovere e a difendere con coraggio la loro dignita allargando
attorno a loro il cerchio della solidarieta e I'orizzonte della speranza PREGHIAMO

MESSA INTERNAZIONALE NEL GIORNO DELLA NASCITA DI DON GUANELLA Come
tutti i 19 dicembre, data a noi cara, quest'anno commemoriamo il 180° della nascita del
nostro Fondatore. Ove sia possibile si prega di attenersi agli orari prestabiliti per elevare
a Dio la nostra preghiera corale.

Orario Messa Intercontinentale Ore

8.00 U.S.A., Messico, Guatemala

Ore 9.00 Colombia

Ore 11.00 Argentina, Cile, Paraguay,Brasile

Ore 14.00 Ghana

Ore 15.00 ltalia, Nigeria, Congo, Polonia, Svizzera, Spagna
Ore 16.00 Romania, Nazareth

Ore 17,00 Tanzania

Ore 19.30 India

Ore 21,00 Vietnam

Ore 22.00 Filippine
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